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MEMBER FOR MINDARIE 
Allegations against Police — Personal Explanation 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [12.02 pm]: In October last year, I awoke to find my front wall graffitied with 
an accusation that I was a paedophile. This was widely reported. At 6.00 am my house was staked out by media, 
and the cameras were there when I went outside. I was very upset and very distressed. The circumstances of my 
distress were twofold. Firstly, I was the victim of this crime that morning, and it had exposed my young family 
to this hideous public and slanderous allegation. Secondly, I was in the middle of a Corruption and Crime 
Commission inquiry in which some senior police were pushing for me to be charged with a criminal offence. We 
now know as a matter of record that their efforts in that regard were absolutely ill founded. The coincidence of 
being under the improper and wrong allegations by police that I had committed a criminal offence and being 
faced with the circumstances of what happened at my house caused me to make an allegation against the police 
that they were likely to be responsible for that graffiti. 

The police have conducted a very thorough investigation into the circumstances of the graffiti-ing of my wall, 
and I have had discussions since then with the Commissioner of Police, Dr Karl O’Callaghan. To Dr Karl 
O’Callaghan, I have fully retracted my allegation against the police. Some little while ago I did this in private 
conversation with Dr O’Callaghan. At that time I offered him my humble apology for what I had said and any 
slur that my comments may have cast upon serving members of the Western Australia Police. It was a genuine 
mistake made as a victim of crime under enormous stress, when my family home was under attack. 
Notwithstanding that, it was a mistake and I unequivocally withdraw what I said and apologise. I have this day 
spoken to the Commissioner of Police, and he reminded me that some time ago I apologised to him privately, but 
as I made these remarks publicly, it is only proper that I publicly withdraw them and apologise to the 
Commissioner of Police and all of his staff for any slur that my comments would have caused. 

The matter has caused considerable distress. As I said in the speech I made in March this year, my family home 
has been under attack, with the windows being broken; the windows of my parliamentary office being broken; a 
dead rat being placed under the windscreen wipers of my wife’s car; and filthy mail being sent to my wife about 
me. The attack that I have been under has been sustained, hideous and colossal. Under the weight of all this, I 
have made an error, for which I unequivocally apologise. I thank the Commissioner of Police and his staff for the 
thorough investigation, looking at all the attendant circumstances, and being able to identify for me another 
suspect, if not a prime suspect, for this offence, whom I shall not mention under parliamentary privilege. That is 
a matter between the Commissioner of Police and his staff. Suffice to say that this has caused my family so much 
distress—they are still being harassed by criminal elements—that the officers of the dignity protection unit have 
recently attended at my house. I know that they have been conducting surveillance of my property. My 
attendance at the regional Parliament in Bunbury was a circumstance of great distress for my wife, but she is 
very thankful to the police for their attendance while I was in Bunbury, to make sure that my premises were 
secure. 

I once again unequivocally withdraw my comments and humbly apologise to the commissioner and his staff. 
Thank you for the opportunity, Mr Speaker. 
 


